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Nur Faiza Azahra, (2019): An Analysis of Students’ Personality Traits in 
Reading Descriptive Text at Vocational High 
School PGRI Pekanbaru 
 
  Based on the preliminary study, it was found that every students have the 
different ways in learning based on their personality. The purpose  of this study 
was to find out the students personality traits in reading descriptive text at 
Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru. As we know, personality is a 
mask/character that is owned by each individual because there are distinctive 
features that only owned by someone both in the sense of good or bad. The 
method that used in this research was descriptive quantitative by using adaptation 
theory. The sample of the research was 40 students and the instrument of the 
research used questionnaire that was adapted by Big Five Inventory and to find 
out the students achievement in learning descriptive text based on their personality, 
the researcher took the students result  that given by the teacher as the 
documentation. Based on the analysis, it was found that the score of personality 
was 68% “high level” whereas the result of students reading descriptive text was 
83% “very good”. Based on the data, the students personality traits in reading 
descriptive text was dominantly categorized into “openness” with very good level. 
If the teacher can apply appropriate strategy for every students personality, then 
the leaning process will be efficient and reached the effectiveness in learning 
process, so it will increase the academic achievement in every students. 
 




Nur Faiza Azahra, (2019): Analisis Kepribadian Siswa dalam Membaca teks 
deskriptif di Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan PGRI 
Pekanbaru 
 
 Berdasarkan pengamatan awal peneliti, ditemukan bahwa setiap siswa 
memiliki cara yang berbeda-beda dalam belajar sesuai dengan kepribadian 
mereka.  Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui kepribadian siswa 
dalam membaca deskriptif teks di Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan PGRI Pekanbaru. 
Seperti yang kita ketahui kepribadian adalah topeng/watak yang dimiliki oleh 
setiap individu karena terdapat ciri-ciri yang khas yang hanya dimiliki oleh 
seseorang baik dalam arti yang baik maupun yang buruk.  Pada penelitian ini 
peneliti menggunakan metode pendekatan deskriptif kuantitatif dengan 
menggunakan teori adaptasi. Sample yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah 
40 siswa. Instrument yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah angket dan 
dokumentasi. Untuk mengukur sifat kepribadian, peneliti menggunakan angket 
yang di adopsi dari Big Five Inventory dan untuk mengetahui prestasi belajar 
siswa dalam pelajaran deskriptif teks sesuai dengan kepribadian masing-masing 
dalam belajar, peneliti mengambil dokumentasi berupa nilai hasil belajar siswa 
yang telah diberikan oleh guru. Berdasarkan dengan analisis, telah ditemukan 
bahwa nilai sifat kepribadian siswa di Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan PGRI 
Pekanbaru sebesar 68% masuk ke dalam kategori “high level”, sedangkan nilai 
rata-rata hasil belajar siswa dalam membaca deskriptif teks sebesar 83% dan 
masuk ke dalam kategori “very good”. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, kepribadian 
siswa dalam membaca deskriptif teks dominan pada kategori “Openness” dengan 
level sangat baik dalam membaca deskriptif teks. Jika guru dapat menerapkan 
strategi yang cocok untuk setiap kepribadian siswa maka proses belajar mengajar 
akan efisien dan akan mencapai keefektifitasan dalam proses balajar sehingga 
akan meningkatkan prestasi akademik setiap siswa. 




في قراءة  شخصيات التالميذدراسة تحليلية عن  (: ٩١٠٢نور فائزة الزهرة، )
النص الوصفي في مدرسة اتحاد المدرسين 
 اإلندونيسيين الثانوية المهنية بكنبارو
لكل التلميذ أساليب تعلم ختتلف بعضها راسة التمهيدية، وجد أن بناء على الد
شخصيات معرفة هذا البحث فهدف وأما  بشخصياهتم. ةموافق ساليبببعض وتلك األ
يف قراءة النص الوصفي يف مدرسة احتاد املدرسني اإلندونيسيني الثانوية املهنية  التالميذ
يف نفس الفرد، وذلك لوجود  و املعروف أن الشخصية كقمامة توجد. وكما هبكنبارو
أشياء خاصة ميتلكها شخص إما أشياء طيبة أو سيئة. واستخدمت الباحثة طريقة 
تلميذا.  ٠٤ ريقة التأهيل. وعدد عينة البحثالبحث الوصفية الكمية مبساعدة ط
فلمعيار شخصيات التالميذ واألدوات املستخدمة جلمع البيانات هي االستبيان والتوثيق. 
 يف قراءة لباحثة االستبيان املعتمد باجلرد اخلمسة الكبرية وملعرفة إجناز تعلمهماستخدمت ا
التوثيق وهو نتائج تعلم من الباحثة  إىل شخصياهتم استفادت النص الوصفي بالنظر
ن نتيجة شخصيات التالميذ وبناء على حتليل البيانات وجد أالتالميذ من قبل املدرس. 
٪ فوصلت إىل ٩٦ندونيسيني الثانوية املهنية بكنبارو يف مدرسة احتاد املدرسني اإل
٪ ووصلت إىل ٣٨املستوى العايل، وأما نتيجة تعلم التالميذ يف قراءة النص الوصفي  فـــ
د جدا. واستنادا إىل نتيجة البحث، إن شخصيات التالميذ يف قراءة النص املستوى اجلي
جليد جدا. إذا استطاع املدرس الوصفي أغلبها يف باب الطالقة، وتكون يف املستوى ا
م فعالة وترّقى يتطبيق اسرتاتيجيات مناسبة بشخصيات التالميذ فأصبحت عملية التعل
 إجناز أكادميي لدى التالميذ.
 .دراسة تحليلية، شخصية، النص الوصفي الكلمات األساسية:
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A. Background of the Problem 
Personality is defined as the characteristic set of behaviours, cognitions, 
and emotional patterns that evolve from biological and environmental factors. 
One of the most important differences that promote success in foreign 
language is the personality traits. There are many ways to think about 
personalities that people have especially in learning.  
Reading is an activity that able to create something new in knowledge. 
Besides, by reading, students can get much information about everything in 
order to master English well. More specifically, Broughton & Christopher et al 
(2003) said that, reading is essentially an intellectual skill; this is the ability to 
correlate the black mark on the paper by way of the formal elements of 
language, let us say the words as sound, with the meanings which those words 
symbolize. In the line with Lynne (2001) the students will get the idea or 
understanding by reading. Reading brings together visual information from the 
sound those symbols that are produced when spoken, and semantic 
information from the convensional meaning associated with the words as 
sounds and symbol. 
Furthermore, reading is a skill which is taught in the English class at 
school including in Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru. It is important 
for students at Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru or always called by 
SMK PGRI Pekanbaru. This school is a formal school that teaches English as 
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a subject for students based on the K13 curriculum, especially reading 
descriptive text in which students‟ are able to identify generic structure, social 
function, linguistic element, etc. In this school, English is learned as an 
obligatory subject which is taught once a week, with 135 minutes and the 
criteria of students competences of descriptive text are describe as follows: 
Table 1.1 
Score Rubric of  Descriptive text 




86 - 100 
 
Very Good 
Students are able to identify the generic 
structure and language features of 




70 - 85 
 
Good 
Students are able to identify the generic 
structure and language features of 




56 - 69 
 
Enough 
Students are able to identify the generic 
structure and language features of 




0 - 55 
 
Less 
 Students have less to identify the generic 
structure and language features of 
descriptive text. 
  
Based on the rubric above, the researcher found that some of the 
students of the tenth grade in the first semester of Vocational High School 
PGRI Pekanbaru still could not achieve the minimum learning achivement 
decided that is 75. In this case, the researcher knew by observation and the 
researcher found that the students did not learn the material of descriptive text 
well. Based on the minimum learning achievement, students are able to 
identify the generic structure and language features of descriptive text well in 
range 70 – 85 of the good category. 
Furthermore, every teacher has different ways to deliver the 
knowledge and the other side every students has different ways in learning. It 
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needs to understand students‟ personality in terms of character, affective, 
learning style, and motivation. According to Brown (1994) teaching is guiding 
and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, setting the condition for 
learning. It means that teaching not only transferring the knowledge to the 
students but the teacher also must teaching with appropriate strategy for 
students. In addition, Cropper (1998) said that the teaching strategy is the kind 
election of certain exercise that appropriate to the teaching purpose that we 
want to teach. It means that the teaching-learning process of English needs the 
suitable teaching strategy and good class management to extend English 
material, because it will influence the student understanding in learning 
English especially in reading descriptive text. In order to understand students 
motivation and learning style, it is important to understand personality traits. 
So that affective factors like personality traits cause the difference in 
English language learning. The students are different each other. Some other 
are highly confident and extrovertly speak on public while others are not 
confident in speaking but very proficient in reading especially in reading 
descriptive text. According to Rekabdar Behrouzi, and Hakhverdian (2015) 
cited Busch who said that personality was one of the individual differencess, 
which was widely accepted to have an influence on both learning in general 
and language learning in particular. In addition, Hasan & Yulianti (2018) said 
that since personality trait has an impact on language learning, language 
learners need to recognize and understand their own personality.  
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In terms of reading skill, Gass and Selinker (2008) argued that the 
stereotype of an introvert is someone happier with books than with other 
people, while the stereotype of an extrovert is the opposite. The description of 
language learners with introvert orientaion above showed that they tended to 
read books frequently and the activity might possibly affect their reading 
comprehension. In other words, introversion personality can give prediction 
upon students‟ reading comprehension. 
Based on the preminary study on october 2018, the researcher obtained 
the problems by interviewing students and English teacher at vocational high 
school PGRI Pekanbaru. From the interview could be summed up that every 
student is unique. Some of the students might be extremely active somewhat 
active, or not active at all. They could be very active in listening the teacher‟s 
explanation but they were lazy in reading or did task reading comprehension. 
It means there is something wrong and also made the teacher‟s strategy and 
method not touch students. It is very clear that some students still face 
problems in reading comprehension especially in reading descriptive text. 
Their reading comprehension is still far from the expectation of curriculum. 
Based on the fact there were some factors that affect the students‟ reading 
comprehension and it had been investigeted by linguists to solve the problem 
in English learning process. That is why students‟ personality needs to be 
understood in order to solve the learning problem of the students. To convince, 
John Nye et al. (2013) said that multiple studies have shown that academic 
achievement is strongly correlated with various measures of individual 
personality traits.  
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Regarding to the problem above, the problems of this research are 
identified as follows : 
1. Some of the students were motivated with reading comprehension of 
descriptive text while some of them ignored it. 
2. Some of students payed full attention to the teacher‟s explanation of 
descriptive text while some of them were not interested somewhile sleepy 
and exactly slept. 
3. Some of students did tasks of reading comprehension of descriptive text 
well while some of them preferred to copy the answers from their friends. 
4. Some of the students were active in asking question or going forward in 
front to do the exercise in the board about reading comprehension of 
descriptive text while a few of the students were just silent an sat. 
Based on the problems illustrated above, thus the writer is interested in 
investigating the problems above a researsch project entitled “An Analysis of 
Students‟ Personality Traits in Reading Descriptive Text at Vocational High 
School PGRI Pekanbaru” 
 
B. The Problem 
1. Identification of the Problem 
Based on the background of the study above, it is very clear that 
the students still had many problems. To make it clearly, the problems in 
this research can be identified as follow : 
a. Why did students motivate with reading comprehension of descriptive 
text while some of them ignored? 
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b. Why did students pay full attention to the teacher‟s explanation while 
some of them were not intereted ? 
c. Why did students do tasks of reading comprehension of descriptive 
text well while some of them preferred to copy the answers from their 
friends? 
d. Why were students active in asking question or going forward in front 
to do the exercise in the board about reading comprehension of 
descriptive text while a few of the students just keep silent and sat? 
2. Limitation of the Problem 
Based on the identification of the problem above, the researcher 
needed to limit this research. Therefore, the research problems were 
limited on students‟ personality traits in reading descriptive text at 
Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru. 
3. Formulation of the Problem 
Based on the axplanation above, the problem will be formulated in 
the formulation of the problem are as follows : 
a. How is the Students‟ Personality Traits In reading descriptive text at 
Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru? 
b. What personality traits of the students is dominantly categorized in 




C. Objectives and Significance of the Research 
1. Objectives of the Research 
Based on the formulation of the problem, objectives of the research 
are : 
a. To find out the students‟ personality traits in reading descriptive text at 
the tenth grade students of  Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru. 
b. To find out the students‟ personality traits dominantly categorized in 
reading comprehension of descriptive text at Vocational High School 
PGRI Pekanbaru. 
2. The Significance of the Research 
As a rule, this research is expected to give a positive effect to give 
accurate information about the students‟personality traits in reading 
descriptive text in this school. This research is expected to provide some 
significance are as follows : 
a. Hopefully this research is able to provide some meaningful 
information and reflection to the students of Vocational High School 
PGRI Pekanbaru in term of their personality traits in reading 
descriptive text. 
b. This research finding are expected to be useful for the teacher, 
especially the teacher of Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru, as 
the consideration and connection to explore or identify the students 
personality traits through reading comprehension of descriptive text. 
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c. The result of this research to increase the researcher‟s knowledge of 
students‟ personality traits and will be usefull for other consideration 
as well as a recommendation in case they will carry out any further 
research in the same field. 
 
D. Reason for Choosing the Tittle 
There are some reason of the researcher thinks to conduct this research. 
Those are as follows : 
1. The tittle of this research is relevant to the researcher status as a students 
of English Education Department. 
2. The problem of the research is interesting to be investigated in conducting 
teaching and learning process. 
3. The location of the research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 
research. 
 
E. Definition of Term 
To avoid misunderstanding about the tittle in this research, it is 
necessary to define the terms as follows : 
1. Analysis 
Analysis means that a careful examination on of something in 
order to understand it better. Furthermore, Webster said that a careful 
study of something to learn about its parts, what they do, and how they are 




2. Personality Traits 
Personality is to representing the complex of all the attributes that 
characterize a unique individual. It can conclude that personality is a 
complex character of each individual. This matter will be seen based on 
the big five personality theory, they are openness, conscientiousness, 
extraversion, agreeableness, and neuroticism. 
McCrae & Costa argued that personality traits are defined as 
dimensions of individual differences in tendencies to show consistent 
patterns of thoughts, feelings, and actions. 
3. Reading 
Reading is an activity that essentially concerned with the transfer 
of meaning from mind to mind, a message from a writer to reader. Reading 
needs comprehension to understand the context and get the new 
information of the text. 
4. Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is description about sensory experience how 
something looks, sounds and tastes.  So, the purpose of descriptive text is 
to describe, show and provide information of particular person, thing, 






REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Theoritical Frame Work 
1. Personality Traits 
a. The Nature of Personality Traits 
Personality is the most individual characteristic of human 
being. Every individual has personality differencess including mind, 
characteristic, feeling and behaviour. Many psychologists have been 
defined about personality in different concept. Personality refers to 
our enduring, distinctive thought, emotions, and behaviours that 
characterize the way a person interact with the world. So, personality 
traits are as characters or traits, attitudes which reflect in action as 
behaviours. 
Rehman (2013) stated that, personality determines a set of 
important characteristics and how people interact with others. Human 
personality is the combination of a number of traits . It is important as 
human to be sociable for intance, the way to communicate and behave 
in social life. 
b. The Dimensions of Personality 
Dornyei (2005) said that there are two taxonomies focusing on 
personality traits, Eysenck‟s three component construct and the „Big 





Eysenck‟s model identifies three pricipal personality dimensions, 
constracting (1) extraversion with introversion, (2) neuroticism and 
emotionally with itroversion, (3) psychoticism and toughmindedness 
with tender-mindedness. The Big Five construct retains Eysenck‟s 
first two dimensions, but replaces psychoticism with three additional 
dimensions of conscientiousness, agreeableness, extraversion, 
neuroticism, and openness to experience. 
The big five model of personality is widely considered to be 
the most robust way to describe personality differences. 
c. Big Five Personality Traits 
The concept of the Big Five personality traits is taken from 
psychology and includes five board domains that describe personality. 
These five factors were defined and described by several different 
researchers during multiple periods of research. However, as a result 
of their broad definitions, the Big Five personality predicting and 
explaining actual behavior as are the more numerous lower-level, 
specific traits. 
Big Five personality traits known as five factor model (FFM) 
is a set of five broad trait dimensions or domains to describe the one‟s 
traits of personality. The acronym OCEAN is often used to recall 
Costa‟s and McCraes‟s five factors, or the Big Five personality traits. 
According to McCrae‟s idea (2002), The Five Factor model 
(FFM) is a comprehensive taxonomy of personality traits, which are 
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tendencies to show consistent patterns of thoughts, feelings, and 
actions. This model appears to describe personality structure well in a 
wide variety of cultures. The five factors are : 
1) Openness to Experience 
Openness to experience is the personality trait to find new 
experience, imaginative and intellectual part. There are several 
facets of openness trait, they are: 
a. Fantasy 
Individual who are open fantasy have a vivid 
imagination and an active fantasy life. They daydream not 
simply as an escape but as a way of creating for themselves 
an interesting inner world. They elaborate and develop their 
fantasies and believe that imagination contributes to a rich 
and creative life. Low scorers are more prosaic and prefer to 
keep their minds on the task at hand. 
b. Aesthetics 
High scorers on this scale have a deep appreciation 
for art and beauty. They are moved by poetry, absorbed in 
music, and intrigued by art. They need not have artistic talent 
nor even necessarily what most people would consider good 
taste; but for many of them, their interest in the arts leads 
them to develop a wider knowledge and appreciation than 
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that of the average individual. Low scorers are relatively 
insensitive to and uninterested in art and beauty. 
c. Feelings 
Openness to feelings receptivity to one‟s own inner 
feelings and emotions and the evaluation of emotions as an 
important part of life. High scorers experience deeper and 
more differentiated emotional states and feel both happiness 
and unhappiness more intensely than do others. Low scorers 
have somewhat blunted affect and do not believe that feeling 
states are of much importance. 
d.  Actions 
Openness is seen behaviorally in the willingness to try 
different activities, go to new places, or eat unusual foods. 
High scorers on this scale prefer novelty and variety to 
familiarity. Over time, they may engage in a series of 
different hobbies. Low scorers find change difficult and 
prefer to stick with the tried-and-true. 
e. Ideas 
Intellectual curiosity is an aspect of openness that has 
long been recognized. This trait is seen not only in an active 
pursuit of intellectual interest for their own sake but also in 
open mindedness and a willingness to consider new, perhaps 
unconventional ideas. High scorers enjoy both philosophical 
arguments and brain teasers. Openness to ideas does not 
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necessarily imply high intelligence, although it can contribute 
to the development of intellectual potential. Low scorers on 
this scale have limited capacity and, if highly intelligent, 
narrowly focus their resources on limited topics. 
f. Values  
Openness to values means the readiness to re-examine 
social, political, and religious values. Closed individuals tend 
to accept authority and honour tradition; as  a consequence, 
this type is generally conservative, regardless of political 
party affiliation. Openness to values may be considered the 
opposite of dogmatism. 
 This trait where someone has appreciation for art, 
imaginative, adventure, unusual ideas, curiosity, and variety 
of experience. Those who score high in openness to 
experience prefer novelty, while those who score low prefer 
routine. 
2) Conscientiousness 
Conscientiousness is the personality trait of discipline, 
hardworking, able to relied and also regularly. To be clear there 
are some facets of trait are follows: 
a. Competence 
Competence refer to the sense that one is capable, 
sensible, prudent, and effective. High scorers on this scale 
feel well prepared to deal with life. Low scorers have a lower 
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opinion of their abilities and admit that they are often 
unprepared and inept. Of all the Conscientiousness facets, 
competence is most highly associated with self-esteem and 
internal locus of control. 
b. Order 
High scorers on this scale are neat, tidy, and well 
organized. They keep things in their proper places. Low 
scorers are unable to get organized and describe themselves 
as unmethodical. Carried to an extreme, high order might 
contribute to a compulsive personality disorder 
c. Dutifullness 
In one sense, conscientious means “governed by 
conscience”, and that aspect of Conscientiousness is assessed 
as dutifulness. High scorers on this scale adhere strictly to 
their ethical principles and scrupulously fulfill their moral 
obligations. Low scorers are more casual about such matters 
and may be somewhat undependable or unreliable. 
d. Achievement striving 
Individual who score high on this facet have high 
aspiration levels and work hard to achive their goals. They 
are dilligent and purposeful and have a sense of direction in 
life. Very high scorers, however, may invest to much in their 
careers and become workaholics. Low scorers are 
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lackadaisical and perhaps even lazy. They are no driven to 
succeed. They lack ambition and may seem aimless, but they 
are often perfectly content with their low levels of 
achievement. 
e. Self-Discipline 
Self-discipline refers to the ability to begin tasks and 
carry them through to completion, despite boredom and other 
distractions. High scorers have the ability to motivate 
themselves to get the job done. Low scorers procrastinate in 
beginning chores and are easily discouraged and eager to quit. 
Low self-discipline is easily confused with impulsiveness 
both are evident of poor self-control but empirically they are 
distinc. People high in impulsiveness cannot resist doing 
what they do not want themselves to do; people low in self-
discipline cannot force themselves to do what they want 
themselves to do. The former requires an emotional stability; 
the letter, a degree of motivation that they do not prossess. 
f. Deliberation 
The final facet of Conscientiousness is deliberation: 
the tendency of think carefuly before acting. High scorers on 
this facet are cautious and deliberate. Low scorers are hasty 
and often speak or act without considering the consequences. 
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At best, low scorers are spontaneous and able to make snap 
decisions when necessary. 
Individuals high in conscientiousnes prefer planned 
rather than spontaneous behaviour and are often organized, 
hardworking, and dependable. Individuals who score low in 
conscientiousness take a more relaxed approach,  are 
spontaneous, and may be disorganize. Numerous studies have 
found a positive correlation between conscientiousness and 
academic success. 
3) Extraversion 
Trait of extraversion is that one is able to socialize well, full 
of excited and enthusiastic. Here are some facet of extraversion : 
a. Warmth  
Warmth is the facet of Extraversion that is most 
relevant to issues of interpersonal intimacy. Warm people are 
affectionate and friendly. They genuinely like people and 
easily from close attachments to others. Low scorers are 
neither hostile nor necessarily lacking in compassion, but 
they are more formal, reserved, and distant in manner than 
are high scorers. Warmth is the facet of Extraversion that is 
closest to Agreeableness in interpersonal space, but it is 





Second aspect of extraversion is gregariousness, the 
preference for other people‟s company. Gregarious people 
enjoy the company of others, and the more the merrier. Low 
scorrers on this scale tend to be loners who do not seek or 
who even actively avoid-social stimulation. 
c. Assertiveness 
High scorers on this scale are dominant, forceful, and 
socially ascendant. They speak without hesitation and often 
become group leader. Low scorers prefer to keep in the 
background and to let others do the talking. 
d. Activity 
A high activity score is seen in rapid tempo and 
vigorous movement, a sense of energy, and a need to keep 
busy. Active people lead fast-paced lives. Low scorers are 
more leisurely and relaxed in tempo, although they are not 
necessarily sluggish or lazy. 
e. Excitement Seeking 
High scorers on this scale crave excitement and 
stimulation. They like bright colours and noisy environtment. 
Excitement seeking is asking to some aspects of sensation 
seeking. Low scorers feel little need for thrills and prefer a 
life that high scorers might find boring. 
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f. Positive Emotions 
The last facet of Extraversion assesses the tendency to 
experience positive emotions such as joy, happiness, love, 
and excitement. High scorers on the positive emotions scale 
laugh easily and often. They are cheerful and optimistic. Low 
scorers are not necessarily unhappy; they are merely less 
exuberant and high spirited. Research shows that happiness 
and life satisfaction are related to both neuroticism and 
extraversion and that positive emotions is the facet of 
extraversion most relevant to the prediction of happiness. 
People who score high on both extroversion and 
openness are more likely to participate in adventure and risky 
sports due to their curious and excitement-seeking nature. 
4) Agreeableness 
Agreeableness trait is an individual who positioned himself 
to others. Here are some of agreeableness traits: 
a. Trust  
High scorers on this scale have a dispositions to 
believe that others are honest and well intentioned. Low 
scorers on this scale tend to be cynical and sceptical to 
assume that others may be dishonest or dangerous. 
b. Straightforwardness  
Straightforwardness individual are frank, sincere, and 
ingenuous. Low scorers on this scale are more willing to 
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manipulate others through flattery, craftiness, or deception. A 
low scorers on this scale is more likely to stretch the truth or 
to be guarded in expressing his or her true feelings, but this 
should not be interpreted to mean that he or she is a dishonest 
or manipulate person. 
c. Altruism 
High scorers on this scale have an active concern for 
others‟ welfare, as shown in generosity, consideration of 
others, and a willingness to assisst others in need of help. 
Low scorers on this scale are somewhat more self-centered 
and are reluctant to get involved in the probelms of others. 
d. Compliance 
This facet concerns characteristic reactions to 
interpersonal conflict. The high scorer tends to defer the 
others, to inhibit aggression, and to forgive and forget. 
Compliant people are meek and mild. The low scorer is 
aggresive, prefers to compete rather than cooperate, and has 
no reluctance to express anger when necessary. 
e. Modesty 
High scorers on this scale are humble, and self-
effacing, although they are not necessarily lacking in self-
confidence or self-esteem. Low scorers believe they are 
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superior people and may be considered conceited or arrogant 
by others. 
f. Tender-mindedness 
This facet scale measures attitudes of sympathy and 
concern for others. High scorers are moved by others‟ needs 
and emphasize the human side of social policies. Low scorers 
are more hardheaded and less moved by appeals to pity. They 
consider themselves realists who make rational decisions 
based on cold logic. 
This trait measure of a person‟s trusting and helpful 
nature and whether that person is generally well-tempered or 
not. People who score low on agreeableness tend to be 
describe as rude and uncooperative. 
5) Neuroticism 
This trait is about how to control the emotional of 
individual. Here are several traits of neuroticism: 
a. Anxiety 
Anxious indiviudals are apprehensive, fearful, prone 
to worry, nervous, tense and jittery. The high scorers are 
more likley to have such fears and free-floating anxiety. Low 
scorers are calm and relaxed, they do not well oh things that 




b. Angry Hostility 
Angry hostility represents the tendency to experience 
anger and related states such as frustration and bitterness. 
This scale measures the individual‟s readiness to experience 
anger, whether the anger is expressed depends on the 
individual‟s level of agreeableness. Low scorers are 
easygoing and slow to anger. 
c. Depression 
This scale measures normal individual differences in 
the tendency to experience depressive affect. High scorers are 
prone to feelings of guilt, sadness, hopelessness, and 
loneliness. They are easily discouraged and often dejected. 
Low scorers rarely experience such emotions, but they are 
not necessarily cheerful and lighthearted characteristics that 
are associated instead with extraverion. 
d. Self-Consciousness 
The emotions of shame and embarrassment from the 
core of this facet of neuroticism. Self-conscious individual 
are uncomfortable around others, sensitive to ridicule, and 
prone to feelings of inferiority. Self-Consciousness is akin to 
shyness and social anxiety. Low scorers do not necessarily 
have poise or good social skills; they are simply less 




Impulsiveness refers to the inability to control cravings 
and urges. Desires (e.g., for food, cigarettes, possessions) are 
perceived as being so strong that the individual can not resist 
them, although he or she may later regret the behaviour. Low 
scorers find it easier to resist such temptations, having a high 
tolerance for frustration. 
f. Vulnerability 
The final facet of neuroticism is vulnerability to stress. 
Individuals who score high on this scale feel unable to cope 
with stress, becoming dependent, hopeless, or panicked when 
facing emergency situations. Low scorers perceive 
themselves as capable of handling themselves in difficult 
situations. 
This trait is characteristics of someone‟s emotion such 
as anger, anxiety, depression or vulnerability. This trait is 
also about individual‟s emotional degree stability. People 
who have high score tend to have instability emotional, 








The Big Five Factors are (chart recreated from John & Srivastava, 1999) 
 
Big Five Dimensions 
Facet (and correlated trait 
adjective) 




Actions (wide interests) 
Feelings (excitable) 
Values (unconventional) 




Dutifulness (not careless) 
Achievement striving (thorough) 
Self-discipline (not lazy) 
Deliberation (not impulsive) 





Positive emotions (enthusiastic) 
Warmth (outgoing) 




Compliance (not stubborn) 
Modesty (not show-off) 
Tender-mindedness (sympathetic) 
Neuroticism vs. Emotional stability 
Anxiety (tense) 
Angry hostility (irritable) 
Depression (not contented) 
Self-consciousness (shy) 
Impulsiveness (moody) 
Vulnerability (not self-confident) 
 
2. Personality traits in reading descriptive text  
Different individuals have the tendency to perform differently 
while learning especially in reading. Most of them have the tendency to 
be consistent in their performance. So many study have found that 
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multiple studies have shown that academic achievement is strongly 
correlated with various measures of individual personality traits. 
According to Zhang (2001) many suspect that the trait big five has an 
influence on the thought process. Based on the matters, so many students 
has found some problems such as some of the students were not acive in 
learning process, difficult to understand the meaning of the text, and were 
not motivated in reading comprehension. 
Agus et al. (2004) said that who should be most utilized the 
knowledge of personality psychology are the teachers. Because of it, this 
personality psychology is included as one of the special psychology that 
must be studied by each candidate of the teacher, so that the teacher must 
be able to understand about personality of each student.  
Based on the theory above, the purpose of the research of 
personality traits in learning especially in reading descriptive text is to 
determine the law about what should be done by the teachers and the 
students in every situations and environtment in teaching learning 
process. 
Descriptive text is a description about characteristic features of a 
particular thing. according to Pardiyono (2016) descriptive text is a text 
that with a purpose to give information about an object (living or non-
living things) and it has the aim that is giving description of the object to 
the reader clearly. Besides, according to Faisal and Suwandita (2013) 
descriptive text is about description of something or someone that consist 
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of characteristics about sensory detail and provides image to the reader. 
From the definition above, it can be concluded that descriptive text is a 
text to describe about person, place, thing, and event and also describe 
everything, which is seen by the writer in detail. 
Knap and Watkins in Masitoh and Suprijadi (2015) stated that there 
are several grammatical features of descriptive text as the following: 
a. In descriptive text, the present tense is predominantly used 
b. Although present tense may be used in literary description, it is past tense 
that tends to dominate 
c. Relational verbs are used when classifying and describing 
appearance/qualities and parts/function of phenomenon 
d. Action verbs are used when describing behaviours /users 
e. Mental verbs are used when describing feeling literary descriptions 
f. Adjective are used to add extra information to nouns and may be technical, 
everyday, or literally, depending on the text. 
g. Personal and literaly description generally deal with individual things. 
Rugayaman (2012) states that there are some of the language features 
of descriptive text as guide to know the characteristic of this text are: 
a. Using simple present tense 
b. Using action verb 
c. Using adverb 
It can be concluded that descriptive text is used to describe everything, 
which is seen by writer in detail and to give information for the reader.  
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B. Relevant Research 
Relevant research means some previous researches conducted by other 
researchers which are relevant to the present that has been research conducted, 
as shown to support the research in same context. There are some relevant 
researches that has been done by many researchers related to an analysis of 
students‟ personality traits in reading descriptive text. 
First, the title is an analysis of students‟ personality traits and language 
learning strategies. The research was done by Aminah et. al. In 2017. There 
are 25 students as the respondents and the data was collected by using Big 
Five Inventory questionnaires. As the result, it found that there are various 
characteristics of the tenth grade students of SMK N 9 Padang academic year 
2016/2017 are extraversion, agreeableness, conscientiousness, neuroticism and 
openness. It is really important to know about personality traits because can be 
predicting the language learning strategies. 
The second, the research was done by Samsi Hasan & Nurmi Yulianti 
(2018) entitled: Introversion Personality and Students‟ Reading 
Comprehension. The technique to collect the data were used by the 
researchers are questionnaire and reading comprehension test. Based on the 
analysis, it was found that both the students‟ introversion personality and 
students‟ reading comprehension were significantly correlated. The more 
introverd the students, the better their reading comprehension. 
The third, the research was done by Mir‟atus sholekhah (2017) 
entitled: The Correlation Between Students‟ Personality Traits And Their 
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Reading Comprehension At Tenth Grade Of Islamic Senior High School 
Muhammadiyah Pekanbaru. The sample of the research was 30 students. The 
instrument of the reaserch used questionnaire and test. Based on the data that 
found by the researcher can be concluded that there is positive significant 
correlation between students‟ personality traits and their reading 
comprehension at tenth grade of MA muhammadiyah Pekanbaru. 
All of the researches above have similarity with this research. They are 
used the big five personality traits theory as the variable and found that there 
are various characteristics of the students are extraversion, agreeableness, 
conscientiousness, neuroticism and openness. The differences of this research 
In second and third research the researcher used two variables and it was 
found that there is positive significant correlation between students‟ 
personality traits and their reading comprehension. From the relevant research 
above, it can be concluded that personality has correlation with academic 
achivement and of course it include reading comprehension. 
 
C. Operational Concept 
Operational concept is as guidance used to avoid misunderstanding in 
carrying out the research. It necessary to clarify briefly the variable used in 
this research. The researcher use some indicators of personality traits, 
according to the theory of The Big Five Personality Test (cited in Costa and 





The indicators of personality traits those are : 
1. The students are able to be open minded, curious, and imaginative learners 
in process of learning descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI 
Pekanbaru. 
2. The students are able to be artistics, wide interests, and excitable learners 
in process of learning descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI 
Pekanbaru. 
3. The students are able to be unconventional learners in process of learning 
descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru. 
4. The students are able to be efficient, organized, and not careless learners in 
process of learning descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI 
Pekanbaru. 
5. The students are able to be thorough, discipline, and deliberation learners 
in process of learning descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI 
Pekanbaru. 
6. The students are able to be sociable, forceful, and energatic learners in 
process of learning descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI 
Pekanbaru in order to get knowledge. 
7. The students are able to be adventurous and enthusiastic learners in 
process of learning descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI 
Pekanbaru in order to get knowledge. 
8. The students are able to be outgoing learners in process of learning 
descriptive text at Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru. 
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9. The students are able to be honest, not demanding, and altruism learners in 
learning of descriptive text in the classroom. 
10. The students are able to be compliance learners in learning of descriptive 
text in the classroom. 
11. The students are able to be modesty and sympathetic learners in learning of 
descriptive text in the classroom. 
12. The students are able to control their emotional, adjustment, and instability 









METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 
 
A. Research Design 
This research was conducted by using a descriptive research consist of 
one variable that is students‟ personality traits in reading descriptive text at 
tenth grade of vocational high school PGRI Pekanbaru. Descriptive research is 
a survey research. According to whitney (1960) descriptive method is to 
search the facts with appropriate interpretation. Besides, regarding to Gay 
(2012) descriptive research is a survey research. This research are involve 
collecting data in order to test hypotheses or to answer the questions about 
opinions of people about some topic or issue. According to cresswel (2012 
survey research design are procedure in quantitative research because 
researcher collecting the data using questionnaire which investigator survey to 
a sample to describe the attitude, opinion, behavior, or characteristic of 
population. 
So, it can be concluded that, descriptive research is the research design 
that is conducted to describe the problem or phenomena that happened in a 
research. 
 
B. Time and Location of the Research 
The location of the research was at Vocational High School PGRI 






C. Subject and Object of the Research 
The subject of this research was the tenth grade students at Vocational 
High School PGRI Pekanbaru. While the object of this research was the 
students‟ personality traits in reading descritive text. 
 
D. Population And Sample Of The Research 
1. Population of the research 
Table III.1 
The population of tenth grade of Vocational High School PGRI 
Pekanbaru 
No Tenth grade students Total 
1 Akuntansi (AK) 64 
2 Administrasi perkantoran  (AP)  74 
4 Manajement bisnis (MB) 29 
5 Teknik komputer jaringan (TKJ) 38 
6  Usaha perjalanan wisata (UPW) 31 
7 Rekayasa perangat lunak (RPL) 35 
Total population 271 
The populations of this research was the tenth grade students of 
Vacational High School PGRI Pekanbaru. The total number of the tenth 
grade students of Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru was 271 
students. 
2. Sample of the research 
Sample in a research study is the group on which information is 
obtained. In this study, the researcher used simple random sampling 
technique. So, In this study the researcher used a lottery to get a sample. 
According to Arikunto (2008) said that if the total of population is less 
than 100 respondents it is better to take all of the total populations but if 
the total of populations are more than 100, it may be taken 10-15% or 20-
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50%. So, In this research, the researcher took 15% of total population and  
the total sample is 40 students of tenth grade as sampling technique. 
 
E. Technique of Data Collection 
In order to get the data, the researcher used questionnaire and 
documentation to collect the data : 
1. Questionnaire 
The students were given 44 questions of questionnaire test. The 
test is about openness, conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness 
and neuroticism in which the students to choose answer based on himself. 
It used Big Five Inventory (BFI) by Oliver John taken in (John & 
Srivastava,1999, pp. 102-138). 
Table III.2 
Blue Print of Personality Traits 
Kinds of questions Number of Items 
Openness 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 41, 44 
Conscientiousness 3, 8, 13, 18, 23, 28, 33, 38, 43 
Extraversion 1, 6, 11, 16, 21, 26, 31, 36 
Agreeableness 
 2, 7, 12, 17, 22, 27, 32, 37, 42 
Neuroticism 4, 9, 14, 19, 24, 29, 34, 39 
 
2. Documentation  
In this study the reasercher used document as the second technique 
of the research. This technique used to collect the data of students‟ reading 
descripive text. The document was the result of students‟ reading 
descriptive text that has been done by the English teacher of tenth grade at 
vocational high school PGRI Pekanbaru.  
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This technique helped the researcher to get the information that 
related to purpose of the research. According to Sudaryono (2017) 
document is to get data of students from the place of the research. In 
addition, Creswell (2012) said that the sources of documentation will 
provide valuable information in helping researchers understand about the 
problems of the research. So, the documentation had been relevant to the 
research that helped the researcher to gain the information. 
  
F. Technique of Data Analysis 
This research was a descriptive study. It attemps as objective as 
possible to describe the data of students personality traits in reading 
descriptive text. In order to get the description of answering that given by the 
students in questionnaire, the data will be analyze by using the following 




     
Where : 
P  = Precentage 
F  = Frequency 




To be clear, the criteria of interpretation score can be seen in the 
following table : 
Table III.3 
Criteria of Percentage Score 
Score Criteria 
81% - 100% very high  
61% - 80% High 
41% - 60% enough 
21% - 40% Low 
0% - 20% very low 
Adapted by Riduwan (2014, p. 41) 
 
Furthermore, to analyze the students‟ reading descriptive score the 
researcher used qualification categories of the students‟ score in reading 
descriptive text. Can be seen as follows : 
Table III.4 
Qualification Categories of Students’  Score in Reading Descriptive 
text 
No Score Criteria 
1 80 – 100 Very good 
2 66 – 79 Good 
3 56 – 65 Enough 
4 40 – 55 Less 
5 30 – 39 Fail 








CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. The Conclusion 
This study was conducted to find out the students‟ personality traits in 
reading descriptive text and what personality traits of the students dominantly 
categorized in reading descriptive text at tenth grade of Vocational High 
School PGRI Pekanbaru. Based on the analysis of the data in the previous 
chapter, it can be concluded that the percentage of students‟ personality traits 
at the tenth grade of vocational high school PGRI Pekanbaru was defined as 
“high level” with score 68%. Then the percentage of students‟ reading 
descriptive text at the tenth grade of Vocational High School PGRI Pekanbaru 
was categorized into “high level” with score 83 %. The students‟ personality 
traits in reading descriptive text dominantly categorized into “Openness” with 
“very good” level in reading descriptive text. Because they have the 
characteristic that suitable with the Openness. 
 
B. The Suggestion 
1. For the teacher 
Based on the result of the research, it is suggested to the instructor 
of the class, the teacher should be attention to the students‟ personality 
traits whether they are already or not in learning process. Beside that, 
teacher should considers the strategy and motivation class which are 





2. For Students 
For language learners, it is suggested to enrich word knowledge to 
comprehend the reading comprehension, whereas, learner should be self 
confidence and active in the learning process, so that, goal of the learning 
can be reached by the students. 
3. Other Researcher 
It is important to know the students‟ personality traits in the 
learning process. The reaearcher recommends to carry out personality 
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